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     2015 is shaping up to be a great year for 

fawn and calf production.  

     Fawn production appears to be high 

among all big game species in the Laramie 

Region. Lots of babies are on the ground and 

many doe antelope with triplets have been 

observed around the Medicine Bow district. 

Elk also appear to be having a stellar calf 

crop.  

     Forage production is also fantastic across 

the region due to the substantial amount of 

precipitation this spring. Adequate amounts 

of forage mean big game animals will go into 

the fall and winter months with good fat re-

serves, which will give them a much better 

chance at survival if the upcoming winter is 

severe.   

Fawn crop 

looking great 

Game Warden Dillon Herman holds a mule deer fawn that 

was removed from a home where it was being kept as a 

“pet.” In Wyoming it is illegal to possess big game ani-

mals and many other species. More info at wgfd.wyo.gov.   

mailto:jessica.grant@wyo.gov
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Wildlife surveys in Laramie Region 

     More than 800 species of wildlife exist in Wyoming, but only around 100 of 

them are pursued by hunters and anglers. While game species are regularly moni-

tored, information is also needed on the distribution and abundance of non-game 

species, many of which have been termed Species of Greatest Conservation Need, 

or SGCN.  

     SGCN designation is intended to identify species whose conservation status 

warrants increased management attention, and funding, as well as consideration 

in conservation, land use, and development planning in Wyoming. At right, biolo-

gists in Wheatland monitor populations of the Plains pocket mouse and the upland 

sandpiper. Below, native fish biologists sample Lodgepole Creek near Cheyenne to 

determine populations of native non-game fish species such as long-nosed dace, 

brassy minnow, common shiner, white sucker and others.   

      He was a little early for Frontier Days, but 

that didn’t stop a young bull moose from wan-

dering around the intersection of Interstate 25 

and Happy Jack Road on a bright, sunny morn-

ing on June 8.  

     The moose was spotted near the Frontier 

Days overflow parking lot and posed a serious 

risk to motorists and itself. But help quickly 

arrived from the Laramie Game and Fish office, 

Wyoming Department of Transportation, Wyo-

ming Highway Patrol, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, and F.E. Warren Air Force Base. 

     The moose was successfully tranquilized and 

then loaded into a horse trailer. On its way to 

the release site in the Snowy Range, biologists 

stopped off at the Laramie Game and Fish of-

fice to spray the moose with water to cool it 

down before continuing the journey. It was like a 

day at the spa for the young moose, who 

seemed to actually enjoy the impromptu 

shower.  

     The moose was then safely relocated to habi-

tat much more suitable than a busy intersection 

on the edge of Cheyenne.  

WGFD escorts moose out of Cheyenne 
Access 

Coordinator 

Jason Sher-

wood re-

turned this 

young kes-

trel to its 

nest after it 

was turned 

in as an 
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North Lara-

mie Game 

Warden 

Kelly Todd 

discovered 

this lark 

bunting 

nest after 

the adult 

bird faked 

an injury to 

lead him 

away from 

the nest.  

Birds 
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Aquatic Invasive Species update 
 

     Throughout the Laramie Region there were 3,897 watercraft inspected 

for aquatic invasive species through June 30. Nearly half of the watercraft, 

1,929, came through the Cheyenne I-25 Port of Entry and 91 percent 

were nonresident watercraft.  

     A total of 541 high risk inspections and 77 decontaminations were 

conducted, most on watercraft that were last used in high risk waters in 

various other states. The majority of the high risk inspections and decon-

taminations took place at the Cheyenne I-25, Cheyenne I-80 and Laramie 

Ports of Entry.  

      One watercraft at the I-25 Port Of Entry was found to have attached 

live mussels and was decontaminated before being released to travel to 

Washington. The mussels were analyzed and later determined to be Con-

rad’s false dark mussels, a species related to zebra/quagga mussels that 

live in saline environments. 

    Inspection locations in the Laramie Region include the Cheyenne Game 

and Fish Department Headquarters,  Laramie Regional Office, Cheyenne I-

25 Port of Entry, Cheyenne I-80 Port of Entry, Granite Reservoir, Grayrocks 

Reservoir, Guernsey Reservoir, Hawk Springs Reservoir, Lake Hattie, Lara-

mie Port of Entry on US 287, Saratoga Lake and Seminoe Reservoir. 

On June 6, North Laramie Game Warden Kelly Todd 

was traveling west on Highway 34 when a storm hit and 

the road became covered with rain and hail. Warden 

Todd had already helped a couple people whose vehi-

cles had become stuck due to the wet conditions. A 

couple miles later he came across a truck that had 

gone off the road due to the accumulation of hail on 

the road. Nobody was injured, but it does remind you 

that there are many hazards that can occur on Wyo-

ming’s roads throughout the year so please drive care-

Wildlife biologists in the Laramie Region conducted bighorn sheep lamb surveys and summer range surveys in June. At left, Wheatland Wild-

life Biologist spotted this herd of ewes and lambs in his district. Far right, Saratoga Wildlife Biologist Will Schultz looks for bighorn sheep at 

Green Mountain Falls on the North Fork Encampment River in the Huston Park Wilderness. Photos by Martin Hicks and Biff Burton.  

Stay safe out there 

Searching for sheep 

 


